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DEFER DRAGON’S BURNING NEWS 
Defer Behavior 

Pledge 

Today I will DO my 

best to BE my best 

I will be respectful 

I will practice re-

sponsibility 

I will always be safe 

I will show my 

Dragon pride. 

Defer Elementary School 

15425 Kercheval 

Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230 

Phone: 313-432-4000 

Fax: 313-432-4002 

www.gpschools.org/defer 

June 2, 2016 

Karen Sullivan 

Defer Principal 

 

Seven  Habits 

Be Proactive 

Begin with the End 

in mind 

Put first things first 

Think Win-Win 

Seek first to under-

stand, then to be 

understood 

Synergize– together 

is better 

Sharpen the Saw 

Dear Defer Families, 

 

As the school year comes to a close, our minds and hearts are filled to the brim. It’s been a great 

year! What a school! Together we’ve learned much and shared experiences that will long remain 

with us in the years to come. The strength of our community and wholehearted passion to make 

our school a wonderful place of learning for our children primarily but for all of us makes Defer 

truly a special place. 

 

Special thanks to all of you who have contributed in ways small, large and unimaginable! Copy-

ing for Thursday Folders, working in the clinic or the lunchroom, driving on field trips, helping 

with school pictures, providing food and/or organizing lunches for students and teachers, organ-

izing events, working at these events, showing up to support your children, helping in the gar-

den, serving on committees, sharing your talents, helping with traffic, picking up trash, partici-

pating in PTO night meetings, brainstorming the “what ifs”… supporting our work in countless 

ways and providing the resources to do what we dream and know is good for children. Thanks 

for getting your kids to school on time each day, for kind notes of encouragement that mean so 

much, for sending your kids with healthy lunches obviously packed with love, for making sure 

homework gets done… and turned in. Thank you for providing rich and engaging, well-rounded 

experiences for your children and knowing that education is about joy, wonder and fostering 

curiosity, along with the development of social skills so needed to succeed. For these, and a mil-

lion other things, we are truly grateful. 

 

To those of you who are leaving us for new places and adventures, we wish you all the best. 

Congratulations to our very capable 5th graders who are onto a new stage in their academic 

career! You are off to great places! 

 

For your calendaring pleasure, the first day of school begins on September 6th. Back-to-School 

Night is September 7th at 6:30 pm. 

 

Until then, enjoy a restful and replenishing summer with your families! 
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Summer Slump 

 

 

 

Ahhh!  Summer!  A time to relax and enjoy those lazy days filled with trips to the park, family vacations and backyard barbe-

cues, right? 

Not so fast!  Summer can entail more than just a change from the unusual routine.  For children, it can mean a serious loss of 

learning.  Research shows that many children experience a ‘summer slump’ and can lose about four weeks of growth from the 

previous school year.  However, there are many things a parent can do to keep their child’s brain active.  Here are a few ideas 

recommended by experts to help prevent the dreaded ‘brain drain’.   

 

Read between the lines.  Have your child join the local library’s summer reading program or start their own reading program 

or book club.  They can set a goal for reading so many books and even keep track on a book ‘growth’ chart. 

Incorporate reading into everyday activities by pointing out billboards, fliers, food containers and such.  Younger children can 

play the alphabet game on longer drives.   

 

Talk the Talk.  Ask questions about anything and everything, but not the kind of questions that only illicit “yes” or “no” an-

swers.  For instance, ask “What did  you like about….?”  Get children talking, and you may be able to turn a normal experience 

into a teaching moment.   

 

Got Game?  Organize game nights not just for your family, but in the neighborhood.  Play educational games like Scrabble, 

Uno, crossword puzzles, Sudoku, or basic card games.  They make for a fun night and reinforce skills such as memory, concen-

tration, logic and reasoning.  They also teach children how to take turns, and be both a good winner and a good loser.   

 

Vacation your body, not your mind.  Going on a trip can be a great time to expand more than your physical horizons.  Use the 

library and internet to learn about the destination and its historical sites.  Study maps and plot mileage. 

 

It all adds up to fun.  According to the National Summer Learning Association, losing math skills is the biggest threat over sum-

mer.  Try a number of activities to reinforce math skills.  For instance, look at the measurement in a recipe you’re making and 

ask your child to double it.  Ask your child to compute the 15% tip on the restaurant bill, or determine how many gallons of gas 

are needed to travel the 50 miles to grandma’s house.  Make math a part of your everyday life.   

Let’s stamp out summer slump when it comes to our Defer Dragons!!! 
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W.I.G. 

Wildly Important Goals 

This year as part of our School Improvement Plan at Defer each grade established a WIG goal.  The goal 

was based on studying student assessment data and looking specifically at a set of skills that students have 

not mastered at that grade.  All year long each grade charted their work and the growth students were 

making in this skill area on the WIG bulletin board.  As the school year comes to an end I’d like to share 

how we did with our goals.  We’re proud!!! 

Kindergarten Wig:   
Kindergarten students will show growth or meet the Kindergarten Fountas and Pinnell level of C or 
above by the end of the school year. 
Results:  95% of our Kindergarten students showed growth and 75% met or exceeded Level C or above 
by the end of the school year. 
 
1st grade WIG: 
By June of 2015 100% of the first graders will meet or exceed the First Grade High Frequency Word List 
expectations.  
Results:  90% of our 1st graders achieved this goal with the remaining 10% making significant progress. 
 
2nd grade WIG: 
80% of the 2nd grade students will be able to locate key ideas and details in informational text.   
Results: 83% of the 2nd grade students were able to locate key ideas and details in informational text as 
measured by the NWEA and Storyworks.  
 
3rd grade WIG: 
All 3rd grade students will raise their Vocabulary RIT score on the NWEA Reading by one RIT stanine. 
Results:  70% of the 3rd grade students raised their Vocabulary RIT score one stanine.  25% maintained 
their Vocabulary RIT score.   
 
2/3 class WIG: 
80% or more of the 2nd and 3rd grade magnet students will score a 3/3 on the constructed response ru-
bric by May, 2016. 
Results:  82% of the 2/3 magnet students scored a 3/3 on the constructed response rubric by May, 2016.  
18% scored a 2/3 on the constructed response rubric. 
 
4th grade WIG: 
80% of the 4th grade students will use paragraphing skills in their writing as demonstrated by the May, 
2016 Grosse Pointe Writing Assessment.   
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Results:  85% of the 4th grade students used paragraphing skills in their writing as demonstrated 
by the May, 2016 Grosse Pointe Writing Assessment. 
 
5th grade WIG: 
90% of 5th grade students will score a ‘4’ or higher as measured on the May, 2016 Grosse Pointe 
Writing Assessment.   
Results:  85% of the fifth grade students showed a score of ‘4’ or higher on teacher scoring of the 
Grosse Pointe Writing Assessment.  This will be updated in September, 2016 when official scores 
are released.    

 

 
 

Award Winning Students 
 

Every year students at Defer distinguished themselves every day in our classrooms.  Some stu-
dents during the year earn recognition for a special activity they participated in or a contest they 
may have entered.   
 
Here are some of the students that were recognized this year for a special award: 
 
 Thanksgiving Writing Award on Family Traditions -  Andres Link, Liam Raether 
 
 Arbor Day Poster Contest – Ema Ellefson ( 1st place), Mason Cole ( Runner-up) 
 
 UM Young Authors Festival Winners- Brody Lindsay, Hanley DeSmyter,  
  Ellie Summerfield, and Logan Detweiler 
 
 GP NEWS Kids Adds – Jack Wiegand ( 2nd place), Lucas Bower, Eva Wieczorek 
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Rock Garden 
A School of Fish 

 
We unveiled our newest attraction – our Rock Garden – at the Art Fair/ Spring Social at the end of May.  
The goal of the project was to create a welcoming area to the front of Defer that told a bit of our story.  
Each student, each teacher, each staff member created a painting of a fish on a river rock during the 
month of April and May.  The rocks were then placed in the garden area with the Kindergarten students 
at the center of the display and all the way out to the teachers at the end.  Our vision is to have each new 
Kindergarten class and each new student in the other grades add their rock to the garden each year.  Our 
school of fish sends a powerful message about all of us at Defer swimming in the same direction! 
 
The project didn’t happen without a great deal of support from a lot of different directions.  Thanks to our 
PTO for supporting the purchase of the rocks.  Thanks to Mrs. Makowski for helping us all turn a rock into 
a designer fish!  Thanks to Mrs. Zuerblis who helped with the design ideas.  And a special thanks to  Tocco-
Mannino Landscape company, who donated a crew of workers to clear the garden and create the con-
tained circular area for our fish pond.   
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SAFETY/SERVICE 

2015-2016 
 

In May, Defer Safety/Service enjoyed their final fun night of the year.  It was a beautiful day to go to Windmill Pointe Park.  We 
enjoyed hot dogs, fruit, snacks, drinks and desserts.  Thank you to those parents who so generously donated snacks, desserts and 
drove to the park.  Everyone enjoyed good fun, food and friends.  Thank you to Joe Srebernak who grilled for us.  Also, our chap-
erones Mrs.Fermani, Mrs. Hooks (Inge), Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Coffey, Mr. Sendra, and Mr. Kuhnlein. 

 

I hope you noticed all the awesome 4th graders who volunteered to take over for the 5th graders who went to camp.  They wore 
bright orange belts and I am so proud of all of them.  To volunteer for a job full of responsibility, is commendable. 

 

To all Safety/Service members who are finishing your time at Defer, you should be proud because you made Defer a better, safer 
place.  May you enjoy success in your future endeavors and remember to represent your alma mater, Defer Elementary in the 
best way. 

 

Safety/Service Member of the Month-May 
 

Safety:   Logan Detweiler 

Service: Andrew Isaacs 

 

Safety/Service Member of the Month-June 
 

Safety:   Vivian Leech              

Service:  Luka Fermani  

                Owen Scott   

          

If you see a Safety/Service member doing a good job, please tell them – their time is running out.  

 

Helen Srebernak 

Safety/Service Coordinator 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
5th Grade to 

Camp 

2 
5th Grade at 

Camp 

3 
5th Grade returns  

from Camp 

4 

5 6 7 
5th Grade having 

lunch at Pierce 

Talent Show  2:15 

In the gym 

8 
 

 

9 10 11 

12 13 

1st grade picnic 

11-1 Patterson 

Park 

2nd grade picnic 

11-2  Patterson 

14 
Kindergarten 

Picnic 12:30-3:00 

Patterson Park 

All 3rd, 4th & 5th  

Grade picnic 

10-3:30 Windmill 

15 

10:00 am Awards 

Gym 

AM Classes only 

16 
5th Grade  

Promotion 

Ceremony 

10:00 am in the  

Gym 

AM  classes only 

17 
Last Teacher 

Day 

18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

June 2016 




